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Prevention is the foundation of a safer school.  
Build it at SchoolSafety.gov. 

Prevention encompasses the actions K-12 schools and school districts can 
take to stop, avoid, or deter school safety threats or incidents and create safer 
learning environments. The following tips can serve as a starting point for 
integrating prevention strategies into a comprehensive school safety  
program this school year. Please note this list is not exhaustive and each  
school community has unique safety considerations. 

Engage parents and students in bullying prevention.  
A school safety committee provides a mechanism for 

K-12 leaders to consider the viewpoints of families and 
youth in bullying prevention activities and reinforce  

anti-bullying messages at home.  

Cultivate trusted relationships between 
students and school staf. Daily routines such as 
greeting students at the classroom door can build 

trust and make students feel valued. Students who 
have positive relationships with adults at school 

may be more likely to report safety concerns. 

Teach students how to be safe and smart online.  
School-based lessons can help students develop skills and 

behaviors to recognize potentially dangerous situations and 
understand the broader implications of their online actions.   

Evaluate physical security measures.  
A vulnerability assessment can take stock of  

existing physical security measures and identify 
potential gaps. Working in coordination with law 

enforcement can provide greater insight into threats.   

Provide access to school-based mental health services and 
community providers. School-based mental health services 
and tele-health programs reduce barriers to care and provide 
students with support in familiar and convenient settings.  

Consider before and afer-school activities in 
emergency planning. Putting a multidisciplinary team in 
place can help schools plan for the unique vulnerabilities 
that these times of day and events can pose.  

Minimize exposure to common cyber threats. 
Keeping sofware up-to-date and regularly scanning 
for vulnerabilities across internet-connected assets 
can help prevent damaging cyberattacks.   

Educate students on the dangers of  
substance use. Classroom activities and programs 
can equip students with an understanding of the 
harmful efects of substance use and empower them 
to make informed decisions. 

Prevention actions today pave the way for a safer school tomorrow.   
Learn more at schoolsafety.gov/back-to-school-campaign. 
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https://www.schoolmentalhealth.org/media/som/microsites/ncsmh/documents/bainum/Advancing-CSMHS_September-2019.pdf
https://t4pacenter.ed.gov/Docs/ResourceLibrary/Supporting%20Mental%20Health%20via%20Technology.pdf
https://www.stopbullying.gov/prevention/engage-parents
https://www.schoolsafety.gov/
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-05/CISA-USSS%20K-12%20Bystander%20Reporting%20Toolkit_508.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/know2protect/know-the-threats
https://www.cisa.gov/k-12-school-security-guide-product-suite
https://rems.ed.gov/docs/School_Guide_508C.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/news-events/news/understanding-patches-and-software-updates
https://www.cisa.gov/cyber-hygiene-services
https://www.cisa.gov/cyber-hygiene-services
https://www.ed.gov/teaching-and-administration/safe-learning-environments/school-safety-and-security/preventing-and-reducing-youth-and-young-adult-substance-misuse-schools-students-families
https://www.samhsa.gov/substance-use/prevention/talk-they-hear-you/school-resources
http://schoolsafety.gov/back-to-school-campaign
https://SchoolSafety.gov
https://SchoolSafety.gov



