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SchoolSafety.gov Back-to-School Checklist:

Actions to Help Prepare for a Safe School Year

SchoolSafety.gov: Your school safety resource library.

Back-to-school season can be a time for K-12 school leaders and personnel to take stock
of the policies, practices, and plans that can help create safe and supportive learning
environments. While this checklist is not comprehensive and each school has unique
safety considerations, these actions may help K-12 communities in their preparations for
a safe school year.

Conduct a school climate survey.

Explore ready-to-use surveys and tools that can help you
assess the status of your school’s safety, engagement,
and environment factors and create a more positive
school climate.

Enhance the mental health literacy

of school staff.

Encourage teachers and school staff to learn more about
youth mental health and ways they can support students
experiencing adversity and distress in the classroom.

Make a plan to ensure students and staff

know how and where to report concerns.
Ensure that all members of the school community know
their options for raising concerns about student wellness
or safety, whether your school has a formal reporting
mechanism in place or not.

Inform your school community about actions

to defend against cybersecurity risks.

Provide educators, students, and staff with information on
four simple steps that anyone can take to stay safe online
and better protect against cyberattacks and threats.

Learn about child exploitation

and how to addressiit.

Better understand the threat of online child sexual
exploitation and abuse (CSEA) and ways to combat it.
You can also request an educational training to inform
students, parents, and staff about CSEA, prevention
strategies, and how to report suspected abuse to law
enforcement.

Evaluate your school’s physical security

and identify enhancements.

Take advantage of easy-to-use apps or tools to take
inventory of your school’s physical security measures and
determine potential improvements. You can also contact
local security advisors who can conduct a tailored
assessment of your school or campus.

Review and exercise your emergency
operations plan.

Identify updates that could be made and ensure

you have accounted for individuals with access and
functional needs. You can also take advantage of
tabletop exercise packages and interactive tools to
incorporate best practices and support your emergency
planning activities.

Find additional resources to support your safety efforts this school year at
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https://service.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHS/subscriber/new?topic_id=USDHS_556
https://www.facebook.com/SchoolSafetyGov/
https://twitter.com/schoolsafetygov
https://www.schoolsafety.gov/
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/school-climate-survey-compendium-federal-surveys
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/edscls
https://www.classroomwise.org/
https://www.schoolsafety.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/Threat Assessment and Reporting Resources.pdf
https://www.schoolsafety.gov/sites/default/files/2023-04/Cybersecurity Action Steps.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/know2protect
https://www.dhs.gov/know2protect/training
https://rems.ed.gov/SITEASSESS.aspx
https://www.cisa.gov/school-security-assessment-tool
https://www.cisa.gov/about/regions/security-advisors
https://www.schoolsafety.gov/sites/default/files/2024-06/SchoolSafety.gov_Inclusive%20Emergency%20Planning_508.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/resources-tools/services/cisa-tabletop-exercise-packages
https://rems.ed.gov/EOPinteractivetools.aspx
https://www.schoolsafety.gov/



